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Housing Unit Demographics:  Arlington WA Retail Trade Area 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
Centering on Arlington’s downtown, the city’s primary retail trade area extends north along I-5 from 
Smokey Point to the intersection with Stanwood-Bryant Road.  At that point the area continues along a 
diagonal to the northeast, encompassing all of Lake Cavanaugh, to a point northeast of Darrington.  From 
there the area extends directly south, taking in all of Darrington, and then west and southwest back to 
Smokey Point, staying well north of Granite Falls and North Marysville. 
 
A map of Arlington’s primary retail trade area is pictured on the last page of this report, in Appendix 1. The 
source of these demographics is Nielsen Claritas, as of April 2012. Background information on methodology 
is noted in Appendix 2.  For further information contact Arlington’s Community Development Director, David 
Kuhl, at 360-403-3445, or dkuhl@arlingtonwa.gov. 
 
In summary, as of January 2012 the estimated median all owner-occupied housing value in the Arlington 
Retail Trade Area was $258,261, while the US median was $168,275.  The average length of residence for 
owner-occupied housing units was 14 yrs., compared with the US average of 18 years. 
 

Arlington Primary Retail Trade Area  Counts Percents 

2012 Est. Tenure of Occupied Housing Units 13,524  

        Owner Occupied          (USA=66.13%) 9,969 73.71 

        Renter Occupied          (USA=33.87%) 3,554 26.28 

   

2012 Owner Occ. HUs: Avg. Length of Residence – yrs. 14 yrs (USA=18 yrs 

2012 Renter Occ. HUs: Avg. Length of Residence – yrs. 6 yrs (USA=7 yrs 

   

2012 Est. All Owner-Occupied Housing Values 9,969  

        Value Less than $20,000 110 1.1 

        Value $20,000 - $39,999 218 2.19 

        Value $40,000 - $59,999 87 0.87 

        Value $60,000 - $79,999 204 2.05 

        Value $80,000 - $99,999 132 1.32 

        Value $100,000 - $149,999 809 8.12 

        Value $150,000 - $199,999 1,131 11.35 

        Value $200,000 - $299,999 3,935 39.47 

        Value $300,000 - $399,999 1,876 18.82 

        Value $400,000 - $499,999 844 8.47 

        Value $500,000 - $749,999 560 5.62 

        Value $750,000 - $999,999 41 0.41 

        Value $1,000,000 or more 21 0.21 

2012 Est. Median All Owner-Occupied Housing Value $258,261 USA=$168,275  

   

2012 Est. Housing Units by Units in Structure 14,763  

        1 Unit Attached 487 3.3 

        1 Unit Detached 10,424 70.61 

        2 Units 456 3.09 

        3 or 4 Units 160 1.08 

        5 to 19 Units 579 3.92 

        20 to 49 Units 183 1.24 

        50 or More Units 449 3.04 

        Mobile Home or Trailer 1,995 13.51 

        Boat, RV, Van, etc. 30 0.2 
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The plurality of housing units in the Arlington Retail Trade Area (37.1%) were estimated in 2012 to have 
been built in 1980 to 1989. 
 

Arlington Primary Retail Trade Area, cont’d. Counts Percents 

2012 Est. Housing Units by Year Structure Built 14,763  

        Housing Unit Built 2000 or later 802 5.43 

        Housing Unit Built 1990 to 1999 2,631 17.82 

        Housing Unit Built 1980 to 1989 4,162 28.19 

        Housing Unit Built 1970 to 1979 1,948 13.2 

        Housing Unit Built 1960 to 1969 2,010 13.62 

        Housing Unit Built 1950 to 1959 1,103 7.47 

        Housing Unit Built 1940 to 1949 453 3.07 

        Housing Unit Built 1939 or Earlier 451 3.05 
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Appendix 1:  Map of Arlington WA Primary Retail Trade Area 
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Appendix 2:  Research Methodology 
 
Nielsen Claritas estimates are based on data from the U.S. Census Bureau, including its ongoing American 
Community Survey and the decennial census, US Postal Service information, new construction data, Hanley 
Wood residential development counts, and the Nielsen Master Address File, which is based on various 
household-level sources such as Epsilon, Valassis, and InfoUSA.  Widely used by developers, national-level 
retailers, and commercial real estate professionals, Nielsen Claritas is considered by many as “the gold 
standard” in demographic services. 
 
 


